November 2011 Saint George’s Parish Magazine

Services at
St. George's Church

Sundays:  8.00 am. Holy Communion
10.00 am. Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in the Church Hall
Children are welcome at all services.

Sunday Schools: Infants (3-7) and Juniors (7-10) in the Church Hall.
Penny Bloss and Fay Westray 020 8656 9008, 0208654 8071
Young People’s Group (11 and over)

Contact David Frost or Carol Jones 020 8654 8747
Note: All groups for children are supported at all times by at least
two approved adults.

Enquiries for Baptism, Banns and Marriage, Communion of the house-bound and other matters:
please contact the Vicar. Rev. David Frost is always available in cases of need. Please remember
however that he has a day off from Friday evening to Saturday evening. Only in cases of extreme
emergency should he be contacted during his day off.

The Reverend David Frost (revdfrostl@btinternet.com)

The Vicarage, Elstan Way, The Glade, Shirley, CR0 7QJ 020 8654 8747
The Reverend Carol Jones
50 Belgrave Court, Sloane Walk, CRO 7NW 020 8777 6247

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary:
Mr Melvyn Demmen 29 Marigold Way, Shirley Oaks, CRO 8YB 020 8656 5707

Reader: Mr. Brian Cook MSc

71a Woodmere Avenue, Shirley, CRO 7PX 020 8654 3733
Reader: Mr. Ray Wheeler
88 Palace View, Shirley CRO 8QN 020 8777 5271

Website: www.stgeorgeschurch.co.uk (webmaster@stgeorgeschurch.co.uk)

THE LADY CHAPEL is open for private prayer on Mondays from 10 30 a.m. to 12 noon.
Two stewards will be available if you need them; as will prayer cards and other material.
You can light a candle as a means of saying please or thank you.
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Tha sinn an dochas gun cord e ribh

Deadline for December/ January issue: 20 November

Diary for November
Tuesday 1 All Saints’ Day 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
8.00p.m. Holy Communion with the Laying on of Hands
Wednesday 2  All Souls’ Day 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
8.00p.m. Sung Eucharist
Thursday 3 9.30a.m. Holy Communion with the Laying on of hands
2.00p.m. St. George’s Fellowship meeting
Sunday 6 3rd Before Advent 8a.m. 10a.m. 5 45p.m. for 6p.m.
Monday 7 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.30a.m. Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
Tuesday 8 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
8.00p.m. Standing and Finance Committee meeting in Church
Wednesday 9  7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
Thursday 10 9.30a.m. Holy Communion
8.00p.m. Vicar and Churchwardens meet at the Vicarage
Sunday 13 2nd before Advent 8a.m. 10a.m. 5 45p.m. for 6p.m.
Monday 14 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
Tuesday 15  7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
8.00p.m. Staff meeting at the Vicarage
Wednesday 16 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
8.00p.m. Parochial Church Council meeting in Church
Thursday 17 9.30a.m. Mothers’ Union Corporate Eucharist
Friday 18 7.00p.m. Hall open for stall holders
Saturday 19  11.00a.m. -3.00p.m. Christmas Market
Sunday 20 Christ the King 8a.m. 10a.m. 5 45p.m. for 6p.m.
Monday 21 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
Tuesday 22  7.45.m. Morning Prayer
Wednesday 23 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
Thursday 24 9.30a.m. Holy Communion
7 45p.m. For 8p.m. Book Reading Group 31 Woodmere Avenue
Saturday 26~ 10a.m. Parish Visiting Team meets in church
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Sunday 27  1stin Advent 8a.m. 10a.m. 5 45p.m. for 6p.m.
Monday 28  7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open for private prayer
12noon ‘Pop — In’ Christmas lunch
Tuesday 29  7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
12noon -2.30p.m. Chapter meeting at St. John’s, Selsdon
Wednesday 30 St. Andrew the Apostle
7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
Dates for the Diary (See Page 10 for Advent Course)
Wednesday 2 November: All Souls’ Day
8.00p.m. Sung Eucharist
This is the day that we remember our loved ones who have died. If you would like a
name read out at this service, please contact the Vicar.
Sunday November 13 Remembrance Sunday
10.00a.m. Parish Eucharist with an Act of Remembrance
Saturday 19 November Christmas Market
11.00a.m. -3.00p.m.
Sunday 20 November Christ the King 10a.m. Five Candles Service
Sunday 27 November The First Sunday of Advent
8.00a.m. Holy Communion
10.00a.m. Parish Communion
6.00p.m. Advent Devotion (and on 6th, 13th and 20th November, and 4&11/xii)

From the Parish Records

Funerals —we commend into the care of God

29 October —  Christine Kathleen Wise
30 November - Frederick Daniels known as ‘Paul’

Beat That!
The June “East Anglican” came my way. It features volunteers who have made a
particularly significant contribution to their church or churches. Beryl Waters of All
Saints Redgrave cum Botesdale recently celebrated her 90th birthday. She has
just retired as Churchwarden—Ilength of time as warden not specified, but Treasur-
er for 20 years, organist (four churches) for 50 years, and on the PCC for over 60
years.... And she still looks cheerful!
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Dia I ngac bothan a rachaidh tu

Dear Friends,

It has been a very strange week-end and rather a topsy turvy one. First, my

team get thrashed 6-1 at Ol d Trafford by their
chester City. It is a result that blows the premiership wide open and now

makes the blue half of Manchester favourites for the league. Second, there

is a major protest taking place on t
test that has closed the Cathedral to the public because of health and safe-

ty reasons. However, tourists unable to get inside the Cathedral are mak-

ing the protestors their main attraction and the local businesses love it.
Apparently, trade has never been so |

When speaking just recently to one of my parishioners, | was told that she

finds it difficult to understand why anyone should protest outside the Ca-

thedral. The Bank of England and the London Stock Exchange would be

far more appropriate targets, but not the magnificent building of Sir
Christopher Wren. I don’'t doubt for
vive. If it could survive the blitz of the Second World War, it will no doubt

survive this.

This anti -capitalist protest seems to be a war against the way in which the

world conducts its affairs. When the media publishes the huge bonuses

that the financial world is giving itself at a time of high unemployment

and a deepening recession, no wonder
dral has again become the symbol at the heart of London of those fighting

a war for a better world. It seems reasonable, therefore, to protest on its
steps? As | said at the beginning of this letter, it has been a rather strange
weekend!

With best wishes,
Your Friend and Vicar,

David

It is with sadness that | have to report the death of Mrs Eva Keyes, who

died on Sunday 24 October 2011. Her funeral took place on Thursday 27
October at the Church of the Ascension, Kenton in Newcastle. Our love

and condolences go to Roger, Graham and Stephen during this very sad

time. Eva and Rogerwerelong-t i me member s of the St
tion; and | will remember them for the love and support they gave to this

church before moving to Newcastle to be nearer their sons.
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Combat Stress needs supporters like you

COMBAT STRESS
24 HOUR HELPLINE
0800 138 1619

There cannot be many families untouched by war, whether through relatives,
friends or neighbours. Combat Stress is dedicated to helping those who have suf-
fered injury to the mind as a result of their military service. Combat Stress needs
your support, as an increasing number of veterans are coming forward seeking
assistance — 12% more referrals than last year. For example, 837 veterans have
attended 100 support groups run by the new team of Community Psychiatric Nurs-
es. Services continue to be developed to treat and provide for veterans in new
ways. Currently the caseload is more than 4,600 individuals. Do look out for a
BBC2 Culture Show near Armistice Day about the role of art in supporting veter-
ans with mental ill health.

What can you do to help heal injured minds? You may be keen on re-enactment —
a group of historians launched a cycle ride on lovingly restored WW1 bikes. They
wore authentic uniforms and carried the equipment necessary to cover the 31
miles of the 1916 Battle of the Somme front line. Perhaps, you could put on a
bridge or chess tournament, a coffee morning or a cookery demonstration to raise
funds or even a sponsored dog walk.

Locally, a small group is willing to do a donated a raffle with a display of infor-
mation to spread the word about the needs of veterans with wounds of the mind,
so if that is of interest please contact us on 020 8777 9554. See the Combat
Stress website or telephone 01372 587147 for other ideas of helping.

For confidential help and advice on mental health issues for the military communi-
ty and their families contact the 24 hour Helpline, 0800 138 1619.

They fight our wars. We fight their battles — are you with us?
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A Parish Prayer
Lord, you know me better than | know my-
self, help me to know myself better, and to ac-
cept responsibility for who I am. Amen.

Floating Shelter 2011/2
One response, and it is an important one, to the critics who say that churches are
simply refuges in which (mainly old) people can take shelter on Sunday mornings
from the painful realities of the modern world, is the extent to which Christians use
their church buildings for the benefit of people who have needs that can be met by
Christian hospitality ... And nothing to do with recruiting those needy people for
the pews.
Shirley Methodist is hosting the Croydon Floating Shelter on Sunday evenings
from Sunday 6 November to Sunday 18 December, plus 31 December. (Other
Croydon churches are providing cover at other times.) This work needs volun-
teers:-
Provisioners to cook meals to be re-heated at Shirley Methodist on Sunday
evening.
Cooks and Servers to come in on Sunday evenings to prepare, cook, and re-
heat, and wash up.
Overnighters to stay with, socialise with, and keep company with the homeless
guests. They also prepare breakfasts and packed lunches.
Clearers and Cleaners to arrive at 8a.m. and do what the job title says.
Launderers to collect, wash and return used laundry.

Volunteers can contact Jonathan Baxter 8777 3158 and Jean and Brian Cantrell
8656 1672. Thank you.

WW
In the world of learning disability, WW means Wolf Wolfensberger, who died earli-
er this year aged 76. He was a committed Christian. His themes of
‘Normalisation” and “Social Role Valorisation” have been much abused; but basi-
cally Wolf argued that people have inherent worth, whatever their disabilities, and
that labelling them as different can become an excuse for treating them badly.
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1611-2011: The English Bible

Many learned books have been written about the who and when of Isaiah. The
reader coming fresh to the book without any previous knowledge (or doubts) will
assume that, since one man’s name is attached to the book, one man wrote it.
That man is introduced in the first verse of the first chapter, as is his homeland
(Judah) and the list of Kings of Judah whose reigns he survived. Some scholars
have argued that the time span and some differences in style mean that there
were in fact three Isaiahs, living at different periods. Others settle for one man
and his disciples; and, however it was achieved, there is a unity in this fifth longest
book in the Bible which argues against it being three separate books stitched to-
gether. Chapter 55 comes at the end of the second section of Isaiah.

Isaiah 55 is one of those Bible chapters that only the nearly dead could read with-
out being roused to something approaching excitement. The last two verses en-
courage the reader to sing, and indeed they have been set to music - music of a
sort that invites more energetic involvement than the average Church of England
congregation is ready for.

For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the
hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the fields shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of
the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This is about the return of exiles to the Lord, about God’s mercy and forgiveness,
and about the re-uniting of all nations (and all nature) under a leader who is in the
line of David but stands head and shoulders (and cross) above King David. It is
read in church (or at home, of course) on St Luke’s Day. Israel and Judah were-
n't doing too badly, politically, economically and militarily, during the early part of
the Isaiah period, but if you look at a map of the time you will see that Jerusalem
was very much overshadowed by a number of great powers for whom Isaiah’s
country was like a snack between meals. Isaiah was a realist about the political
success of his country, but the most abundant of optimists about the eventual
Kingdom of God.

King James Bible language does justice to the vision of Isaiah, in a way that most
more mundane translations simply don't.
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St Georgeds Shirley Po
Mondays
10 30a.m. - 12noon
St Georgeds Church Hal
Elstan Way (off the Glade)
Convenient for 367 Bus

Refreshments (50p)
Opportunity to meet other people
Table Games
Occasional outings and meals out

Most of our members are
of retirement age, but everyone is welcome

The Church (Lady Chapel) is open for quiet
prayer at the same time

For further details
Contact Mrs Pam Hooks 8777 9552
Car transport may be possible
Convenient for 367 Bus

CONFIRMATION 2012: If you are interested in being Confirmed next year at
St George’s, preparation will begin in January. Please speak to Carol Jones
or Brian McGinnis or the Vicar. The Confirmation will be on Sunday 6 July.
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That odd business of praying: Number 31
17th Century Nun’s Prayer

LORD, thou knowest better than | know myself that | am growing older and will
some day be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking that | must say some-
thing on every subject and every occasion. Release me from craving to straighten
out everybody’s affairs. Make me thoughtful but not moody: helpful but not bossy.
With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it, but thou knowest Lord
that | want a few friends at the end.

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the
point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing, and love of re-
hearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. | dare not ask for grace
enough to enjoy the tales of others’ pains, but help me to hear them with patience.

| dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessening
cocksureness, when my memory seems to clash with those of others. Teach me
the glorious lesson that occasionally | may be mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet; | do not want to be a saint - some of them are hard to
live with - but a sour old person is one of the crowning works of the devil. Give me
the ability to see good things in unexpected places and talents in unexpected peo-
ple. And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so,.

Amen.

(We are planning sample prayers for other age groups - any volunteer writers?)

Bi bl e Sunday
Thanks t eexahlilb itthoorsse, readewhsq bsa ln|

to make Bible Sunday speci al i n
James Bibl e. We are used to the
ci al occasions (as well as on or
i nclude additionally <celebxratitom
brick wor k, and speaking New Tes
Church members managed to put t he
again to Selwyn for the display t
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St George’s Advent Course 2011
Living Your Faith

Notes on the course as a whole and for each session are on the St George’s web-
site; and hard copies of the notes will be available a week before each session.
The overall note is already available. The sessions will be from 5 45p.m.
(refreshments) for 6p.m. to 7p.m. on Sundays. Everyone is very welcome to
share this time - either every Sunday or for a particular session (or sessions).
This is a discipleship course, intended for existing disciples and for those thinking
about it.

6 November: The Key - Jesus. 13 November: Prayer. 20 November: The
Community/The Church. 27 November: The Holy Spirit. 4 December: The
Bible. 11 December: Discipleship.

Members of other Shirley churches have also been invited.

Operation Christmas Child

The annual opportunity to give a Christmas present to a child who may not get mu
ch in the way of presents. You can get the necessary paperwork from the back of
the church. You will need a shoe box, fancy wrapping paper for the box and the
lid separately, and small presents for a girl or a boy in a particular age group to
put in the box - plus £2 50 to help with postage costs. Deadline Sunday 13th
November. Presents should be new, and can include toys (but not war toys),
educational supplies (not propaganda, and don’'t assume the children can read
English), toiletries (but not liquids or anything sharp), small knitted items (but not
clothes other than scarves or hats), and wrapped in-date sweets (but not choco-
late).

Looking back on the Parish Briefing Day

It worked! The planning assumptions had been 30 people and a wide age range
and participation rather than presentation and audience. We had 35 people and
the range and the participation. Waitrose rather than St George’s had been asked
to feed us, to ensure that all those who came could take a full part. We could not
have predicted which of the parish briefs would attract the most attention (the one
on what to wear attracted a lot of debate, and the one on women in the Church),
but those who had things they wanted to say were heard respectfully, and there
was a good debate...and a surprising amount of agreement even on the more po-
tentially controversial issues. It was fascinating to have in debate and unity older
and younger husband and wife teams of scientist and musician.
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Paula on Paul

Last month, the Bible Society provided an opportunity to hear Dr Paula Gooder
talking at the Gateway Church in Swindon about her favourite man (other than her
husband), Paul of Tarsus. For a Christian thinker even to be remembered almost
2000 years later is a tribute; but Paul is not always remembered positively. | recall
a cigarette smoking ordinand friend who reckoned that God had made sure smok-
ing was invented after the time of Paul so that he couldn’t add cigarettes to the
long list of things he condemned. Paul does lend himself to the prejudices of
those who love justifying their prejudices by quotes wrenched out of context

Those whose concept of the role of women in the Church is “making tea when
asked” are prone to quote Paul. Yet Paul acknowledged women as apostles (the
highest position in the Early Church), as itinerant leaders (the next highest posi-
tion), as local leaders, and as his forerunners and teachers in the faith. Where he
condemned, he condemned misuse of a recognised role. He was a man of his
times - times when in most public situations men led and women followed; but he
was in many ways ahead of his times. For him, women and men alike were saved
by grace; and his reference to women being saved by childbirth may well be a
reference to the added grace given to women, and to all mankind, by Mary as the
birth mother of Jesus.

Paul was particularly good at brushing aside distinctions that seemed all-important
to others; slave and free, Jew and Gentile, man and woman. He also challenged
those who distinguished between real believers and others on the basis of access
to “hidden knowledge” and special personal spiritual gifts. For him, knowing and
acknowledging Jesus as Lord was all that mattered. Sometimes, we misread
Paul, because we forget that he was pre-Thatcher. He thought consistently in
community terms, while we tend to think individual and ignore community. We
also tend to misread Paul because we forget that he saw discipleship as a learn-
ing process. In his writings, he shares with us his own learning journey: not pro-
nouncements of certainty from a fully developed book theology that admits of no
new discoveries.

We, like Paul, live at a time when the new order of things (God’s Kingdom) is com-
ing in, but clearly isn’t yet fully established. Like him, we can make (and learn
from) mistakes; and fail to recognise both corpses and signs of life when we see
them...and hence falil to distinguish the one from the other! B.M.
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Dear Editor,

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s visit to Zimbabwe in defence of Christianity was
stirring. But the target was clear - a tyrannical, oppressive regime which has ruined
a potentially rich country. Opponents of Christian values are prevalent at home and
more insidious, so the battle is not over. Churches must be ready to declare that in a
country based on Judaic-Christian culture, Christianity must be predominant - pri-
mus inter pares if you like. Moreover, BC and AD must remain British dates - cer-
tainly for the BBC - even if a case can be made for Latin. People must be free to
wear crucifixes, without threats. The General Medical Council should be opposed for
calling a doctor to account for discussing his Christian faith.

And finally, praise for farmer Alan Graham from Bangor, County Down, who or-
dered a film crew and celebrity Rihanna off his land when he learned they were mak-
ing a topless video. He had given permission to use his land for filming, but what
they did offended his Christian principles, so he withdrew permission. He had never
heard of Rihanna. nor had 1.

Tom McMullan

Editor’s Notes

It is sometimes hard to establish where political correctness designed to pro-
tect one person becomes an infringement of the freedoms of someone else. Of-
ten the PC addict anticipates offence, where none is given. This is 2011 be-
cause of the official date (almost certainly wrong) of the Birth of Christ, and
changing AD to “the Common Era” doesn’t alter that reality. But atheists
and members of other faiths are not in general offended or fussy - since they
remain free to disagree with Christians over who Christ was and is. Were |
unwell and being dealt with by a doctor or nurse or other caring professional,
I wouldn’t want that person to take advantage of my need to try to convert
me. But nor would I want that professional to pretend to being indifferent
to the faith they hold. I have some sympathies with the BBC and the GMC,
even when they are making themselves look very silly.

I agree with Tom and Alan Graham about the Rihanna incident. It is very
sad that a young woman who is presumably talented in her profession feels
compelled to pander to a smutty public by sharing her person and not just her
talents. ‘We can’t blame only the photographers and the press. We also have
to blame the consumers of this stuff.

B.M.
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Getting Older - from “The Pensioner”
How can you avoid watching the wrinkles develop?
Take off your spectacles.
Is it common for older people to have problems with short-term memory
storage?
Either that, or with retrieval.
As people age, do they sleep more soundly?
No, just more often
Where should older people look for their spectacles?
On their foreheads.
What are the advantages of valet-parking for older people?
The valet remembers where the car is.
What is the most common remark made by older people on entering an
antique shop?
| remember that!

> OPOPOPO> OPO

Cut to the basics?
One of the debates in church circles is about worship basics. As we move round
the Churches Together in Shirley member churches for unity prayers (prayers
about unity and in unity), we encounter different ideas about how much you need
to dress up the “simple” act of saying please & thank you & sorry to God [maybe
in reverse order?] and how much you need to dress up the place in which you say
the prayers. At Shrublands, we normally meet in the cafe, not the hall/church: it is
still worship in a worship space. Some hosts like a printed order of service. Oth-
ers like texts and improvisation—though, interestingly, this difference is more
about different individuals than about different denominations. (The Editor likes
the security of having it all, or most of it, on paper.)
The story is told of an Indiana magistrate with a keen sense of the value of time
and the importance of stripping away the inessentials. His marriage ceremonies
lasted precisely one minute (no reduction in fee): “Have her?” - “Yes”. “Have him”
- “Yes”. “Married. Five dollars”. At least that very cut-down routine focuses atten-
tion on the before and after: no risk in that part of Indiana of a couple concentrat-
ing on the Great Day, and skimping on the investment in getting ready for mar-
riage and on preparing to spend the rest of their lives together, and making the
long-term relationship work. And would the guests spend a small fortune on
dressing up for 60 seconds? And would the children have time to get restless?
If worship isn’t continual, the before and after are equally important.
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E

ST GEORGEG®GS
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER
11am. -3p.m.
ST GEORGE®S CHURCH
ELSTAN WAY/ THE GLADE

Grand Raffle
Home -made Cakes
Toys
Books
Toiletries
Tombola
Light Refreshments
Etc

L 8 e e e e e e

il e s ¢
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Rotas for November
Sidespersons Rota
Nov 6 8a.m. Mrs Pam Hooks 10a.m. Mrs Jean Cook, Mrs Heather Orton

Nov 13 Mrs Jean Jarrett Mr Andy Reynolds, Mrs Chris Reynolds
Nov 20 Mr Keith Bowen Mr Eric Webb, Mr Mark Hare

Nov 27 Mr Mike Hooks Mr Fred Styles, Mrs Hazel Syles

Dec4 Mr Peter Symes Mr Ron Parsons, Mrs Janet Fitt
Sunday Coffee Rota

Nov 6 Mrs Penny Bloss Mrs Alice Greenfield

Nov 13 Mrs Marion Sheehan Mrs Alma Vosper

Nov 20 Mrs Heather Barker Mrs Valerie Hands

Nov 27 Mrs Lindsey Morgan Mrs Pam Hooks

Dec4 Mrs Dawn Chambers Mrs Julia Bedwell

Lady Chapel Rota
Nov 7 Mrs Doris Hazelwood Mrs Hazel Styles

Nov 14 Mrs Gill Thomas Mrs Alice Greenfield
Nov 21 Mrs Heather Orton Mrs Lindsey Morgan
Nov 28 Rev David Frost Mr Brian McGinnis
Dec5 Mrs Doris Hazelwood Mrs Hazel Styles

Church Cleaning Rota

Nov3 Mrs Pam Purkiss Vacancy

Nov 10 Mrs Heather Orton Vacancy

Nov 17 Mrs Jean Cook Mrs Margaret Ziolek
Nov 24 Mrs Janet Fitt Mrs Valerie Hambling
Dec1l MrsJan Harris Vacancy

“The Very Stones Cry Out: The Persecuted Church: Pain, Passion and
Praise” - Caroline Cox—Continuum (£12 99): Preaching in war-torn Sudan, in
the space where the church had been burnt to the ground, to a congregation all
emaciated and many naked, the Bishop said: “Here we are, in this most beautiful
cathedral, not built by human hands, but by nature and by God. And it s filled
with the people of God... True nakedness is to be without love. Wear your love
and show it to those who do not know our Lord of Love...... | came, | saw, | heard,
| touched, and | am enriched.”
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St George’s Fellowship
Thursday 3 November: 2p.m. Meeting in Choir Vestry led by Rev Carol Jones.
Thursday 17 November: 9 30a.m. Corporate Eucharist.
Saturday 19 November: 11a.m. - 3p.m. Christmas Market.
Friday 25 November: 1p.m. St John’s, Shirley: Deanery Carol Service followed
by tea. Each group to bring a plate of mince pies.
Thursday 8 December: 1p.m. Christmas Lunch at Coombe Woods Cafe. Names
to Margaret Ziolek please.

Neighbourhood Watch Advice

You may have missed the useful advice in the Autumn “Croydon Eye” on stopping
marketing calls and correspondence. To register to stop phone calls from people
trying to sell you things, contact the Telephone Preference Service: 0845 070
0707. This is no good for blocking calls from overseas. (Of course if you are
strong-willed and quite enjoy getting phone calls, you could try keeping the caller
talking indefinitely: they are paying for the call.)  If you want to stop unsolicited
mail, try the Mailing Preference Service: 0845 703 4599. The Editor can't vouch
personally for the effectiveness of these services; but stopping advertising faxes
coming through in the middle of the night worked a treat, through the same sort of
system.

Book Reading Group: The Thursday 24th November meeting will be tackling
‘Virtue Reborn” by Tom Wright. See Book Reading Group Blog on the Parish
Website for some notes about the book. Copies available on request. The Bish-
op of Oxford describes this as “deep Christian wisdom for a bewildered age”. Itis
a common complaint these days that people are quite good at being active, but
lack a sense of purpose. If you fit that description, this book might help.

Bible Reading Group: If the service or the exhibition (further) stirred your inter-
est in the Bible, feel free to invite yourself along to our Monday evenings—as an
occasional or as a regular member. We are continuing our journey through the
Book of Revelation. You can see where we are by looking at the Bible Reading
Group Blog on the Parish Website....or ask someone on Sunday if websites are
not your thing.

The small boy was asked to “Hold the door for Granny”. It might have been better
if he had been asked to “Hold it open”.
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Gardening Page: November — brings the rain ...?

Anyone who did as | did and planted some Broad Bean seeds last month will now be
looking at some shoots poking above the soil about 4” (100 mm to the metricated). You
don't have to do anything now - just stand back and feel proud! They may grow a little
more but will probably just sit there until next spring when they will start to grow again and
flower. If you haven't already done it, now is about the latest to plant garlic. If you haven't
bought your bulbs, then you can take some you got from the supermarket and plant them
up in a pot. Keep them on a cold windowsill, and they will sprout green shoots. When they
get about 4” tall cut them off and use them like chives (mixed into some cream cheese or
sprinkled over some boiled potatoes and butter).

Now is the time to sow/plant up wild flowers. If you want them to grow where there has
been grass, then you must include Yellow Rattle seeds. This plant grows on the roots of
grasses and weakens them giving the wild flowers a chance. Take a springtine or wire
rake (one that you would use to rake the moss from the grass) and rake over the area
where you want to sow the seeds. This will rake out a lot of the grass, moss and weeds
and also scratch up the surface of the soil. You can then sprinkle the seeds over the area
and then water in with a fine rose or sprinkler. The seeds will be washed into the soil
ready to grow. Most wild flower plants take two years to be large enough to flower so if
you want results next year then you can buy some plug plants to dot in. These will grow
and then set seed next year which will give you more plants in the future.

If you have a compost heap, then now is a good time to give it a good mix. Dig out all of
the contents into a heap just outside the heap and then dig it back. This will mix all of the
almost composted material with the bits that haven't started yet. It will also mix all the dry
bits with the damp bits and most importantly mix a lot of air into the heap. Don't tread the
finished heap down or you will squeeze all of the air out: just leave it and it will slowly
cook, so much that you might even see steam coming out of it on a frosty morning.

If you have any compost left over from last year, or compost you have collected from one
of the re-cycling sites, now is a good time to spread it on the soil where you have just
cleared all the weeds. It is too cold for any weed seeds to germinate, and in the spring
they will be buried under the compost so they won't get the sunlight they also need to
start growing in the spring when it is warm enough. This won't stop the bind weed grow-
ing but the compost will make the soil lighter and it will be easier to dig it out next year.

Ha ardening.
PPYe . Editor's Note: Before you tackle the com-

Brian Mor g an post heap, do try to check whether it has

become someone’s home. Impaled crea-

@) rch ard G ard en in g tures are not a desirable fruit of garden-
ing.

PAGE 17




Saint George’s Parish Magazine November 2011

| Believe
(Hal Bittner responds to David Constantine’s “Dominion
in Poetry Corner in the October magazine)

Yes, dear God, I can imagine us, man without a
Chainsaw or a gun in our hand,
For 1 claim to be a Christian; I believe in the
Promised Land.

Our Lord Jesus came to earth and preached God’s
Word. He cured the sick, resurrected the dead,
Made the lame walk and the blind see again.

I believe we are what we want to be,. We can work
At being fit, fight viruses with medicines, thanks
To the knowledge we have been given. We can love
One another, be a family in our Church, help
Those in need, and obey God”’ commandments.
It is not us who are causing the world’s disaster,
But those that live only for profit and greed,
With a lust for power and disregard for life.

It is we Christians that pray for help to our Lord,
To put right the tragedies of our world.

We are those that contribute to disaster funds.
We are not the kiss of death, but Christians
Who believe in the life we live, our Bible and
Our Lord.

Editor's Note: Some are more guilty than others, in many aspects of our collective
human failure in stewardship of the world. But have we really mended our ways,
as well as changing our language, since Rachel Carson wrote “Silent Spring™? |
fear that the only honest answer to the persistent interrogation of the “Negro Spir-
itual” “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”is YES.

Someone Said
Radio 4 weather forecast 6 50a.m. Wednesday 18 October: Yesterday
there will be some sunshine.
In the window of a Broadstairs house: Charles Dickens did not live here.
Life is not fate: Life is choice. (Discuss)
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To think about
Never sacrifice who you are just because someone has a problem with it.
Do not give up, the beginning is always the hardest [?]
Speak the truth, even if your voice shakes.
The happiest people don't have the best of everything, they just make the
best of everything.
If you want to make our dreams come true, the first thing you have to do is
wake up.
Judging a person does not define who they are. It defines who you are.
Apologising does not always mean that you are wrong and the other person
is right. It just means you value your relationships more than your ego.
Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called
witchcraft. Today, it is called golf.

Possession is nine tenths of the way to indifference
In Tunisia, where 50 year olds have never had the opportunity of voting, the turn-
out in the election was as high as 90% in some places, and averaged 80%. In
other countries where the opportunity to vote is something new, there have been
queues in the heat to vote, sometimes in the face of threats of violence from those
who don't like the smell of democracy. In the UK, where there has been a univer-
sal adult franchise for as long as most people can remember, and polling stations
are safe and accessible, and there are postal votes, a turn-out of less than 50% is
nothing odd.
In countries where a recently acquired and very basic place of worship has been
destroyed by natural or un-natural disaster, the local people have met to worship
amid the ruins, and then set to work to rebuild - carrying the materials miles on
their backs. Newly-built worship places have had to be duplicated or extended
because of the pressure for worship places, despite worship on the shift system.
In the UK, many long-established church buildings, accessible by public transport,
equipped with all mod cons, are half to three quarters empty on a Sunday and
largely deserted during the week.
In countries where people coming together other than under official auspices is
seen as a threat to the State, people risk anything from censure to execution to
meet in groups. In the UK, where we are largely free to meet where we want with
whom we want to discuss what we want, participation levels often disappear off
the radar.
SO ?
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TOURIST BOARD

L ——

B B

SLLF
CATREIRING

Bridge of Bennie Cottage

Designed to accommodate up to four people, the cottage offers superb comfort in
beautiful and historic “Royal Deeside” on the outskirts of Banchory, just 45
minutes from Aberdeen Airport.

There are several golf courses in the area, and it is also an ideal place for forest
and river walks, fishing, and many other outdoor activities.

For further details, prices and availability, please contact:
Mrs R Glegg
Bridge of Bennie House, Banchory, Kincardineshire AB31 5PY
Tel: 01330 824 288
Email: bridgeofbennie@btinternet.com
www.cottageguide.co.uk
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Across

1. Run outdoor holidaymaker without
south. (6)

4. Take it and rest. (8)

9. Promised decided at crash. (9)

11. Hits out at clothing. (5)

12. The call isn’t tame. (4)

13. Toby or not Toby we hear is not the
answer. (8)

16. Animal in a backward shopping area.
&)

18. Vessel found in ancient city in the near
wilderness (9)

21. Spills open vessels. (8)

22. Weighted oddly old and lean. (7)

23. “See that ye be not -------- for all these
things must come to pass but the end is not
yet” Matthew 24.6 (8)

26. Not this definitely

30. Tend to get better

31. Dire crest fallen and guides again. (8)
32. Keeps America in marks. (8)

33. Cites Tess at play. (6)

Down

1. Fish beer rubbish (10)

2. PosertoaT (5)

3. In toe ache every one is found. (4)

5. Destrey does it again at the cinema. (5)
6. As is a very musical term. (5)

7. London boy can be commonplace (9)
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8. Flower wine? (4) 19. Sun sped into disorder, hang it! (7)
10. Noise made by Thor’s hammer (7) 20. Measure of power. (4)

14. Another country according to Hartley.  24.Time under work for entertainment (5)
4) 25. No bar to his lordship. (5)

15. As ten surfs become agitated replace 27. A Northerner at the racetrack? (5)
fluids. (10) 28. Finishes overs. (4)

17. Holes a forward river down south 29. Reverse law on the double. (4)

Answers to October puzzles

Bible Quiz: 1. 3; 2. Shem, Ham, Japheth; 3. Raven, Dove; 4. Olive leaf; 5.
Hanging Mordecai; 6. Hanging Haman; 7. Pluck and eat grain; 8. Run-away
slave; 9. With hostility, incredulity. ~ Job Quiz: 1) Aurifaber = Goldsmith; 2)
Bangniokeeper = Bath house keeper; 3) Caddy Butcher = Horsemeat dealer; 4)
Eweherd = Shepherd; 5) Feather Wife = Cleaner of feathers for sale; 6)
Garthman = Fisherman using traps; 7) Hayrester = Preparer of horse hair; 8)
Milestone Inspector = Vagrant!; 9) Zincographer = Etches zinc plates for printing;
10) Upright Worker = Chimney sweep; 11) Netherherder = Looked after cows
from marshes; 12) Perambulator = Surveyor; 13) Kiddier = Goat skinner.
Crossword:- Across: 1)Concerto, 9)Festival, 10)Fete, 11)Extramurally, 13)
Powercut, 15)ltalic, 16)Fret, 17)Going, 18)Dips, 20)Relays, 21) Talented, 23)
Crystalloids, 26)Heed, 27)Streaker, 28)Eclipsed. Down: 2)Opendoor, 3)
Cheesestraws, 4)Rustic, 5)Offa, 6)Assuming, 7)Oval, 8)Playacts, 12)Abandon
ship, 14)Taint, 16)Forecast, 17)Gasmasks, 19)Premiere, 22)Laical, 24)Yard,
25)Lore. Soduko: 385269174/ 924871365/ 617354982/ 236497851/ 498513627/
751628493/ 173985246/ 842736519/ 569142738.

November Soduko: See page 25.

Bible Quiz (Thanks to Joan Engledow)
How many children did Job have?
Why did Job’s friends visit him?
How did he greet them?
Name the 3 friends.
What was their message to him?
What did a bystander say?
How did God eventually deal with them?
Lessons from Job??

NS~ WNE
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Readings for November

Sunday 6 November — The Third Sunday before Advent

Amos 5:18-24: The prophet declares God’s judgement. The people will reap the conse-
quences of unfaithfulness in captivity and exile.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: Paul assures the Thessalonians that when Jesus returns in
glory, all who love him will rise to share eternal life with their Lord.

Matthew 25:1-13 : Jesus tells the story of the ten bridesmaids to urge his followers to be
prepared to receive him at all times; for no one can know the exact moment of his return.

November 13 — The Second Sunday before Advent: Parade and Remembrance
Matthew 5: 43-48: Jesus tells his companions that they should love their enemies and
try to live a life that reflects the love that God has for the whole of his creation

November 20 - Christ the King

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24: God promises that, as a shepherd cares for his flock, he will
gather his people together, strengthening the weak, and protecting the vulnerable.
Ephesians 1:15-23: Paul prays that the Ephesians will be given spiritual wisdom to un-
derstand the greatness of God’s power revealed in Christ and at work among them.
Matthew 25:31-46: People are judged on their response to the poor, the sick, the
stranger and the prisoner, with whom Jesus as King identifies himself.

November 27 - The First Sunday of Advent (Year ‘B’ Readings begin)

Isaiah 64: 1-9: God'’s people reflect upon their own guilt and come back to God, seeing
themselves as clay in the hands of a potter, wanting to be shaped anew by him.

1 Corinthians 1: 3-9: Christ's coming has filled us with immeasurable depth of grace, to
equip us for the fullness of Christian life and prepare us for whatever comes.

Mark 13: 24-37: Although false prophets declare that the ‘end is nigh’, no one knows
when Jesus will return, so our task is to continue the work of the kingdom in the present
and leave our future to God.

Christmas Cards for St George’s Friends
From early in December, there will be the usual options of (a) pigeon holes in
which to place cards for other members of the St George’s family, and (b) a board
on which to place cards for St George’s friends generally. You are invited to make
a donation in lieu of postage to the Overseas Missions box. The pigeon holes are
alphabetical by surname, and we need that surname to ensure that the right per-
son gets the right card. When the time comes, please check the pigeon holes for
cards addressed to you. We do try to ensure that cards addressed e.g. to some-
one who is unwell reach their destination, but can’t guarantee this.
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9| 5 3 6 Thanks to Solon for
Crossword and Soduko.
6 1 5 See page 23 for Octo-
1 ber Soduko answers.
2
514 1
4
1 7 3
2 1 3|8
Letters to the Editor

Tom McMullan has raised a number of issues in this month’s magazine that the edi-
tor has answered and that, in a sense, don’t need any further comment from me.
However, there was one line of Tom’s letter that caught my eye. He remarked that
the battle is not over. This comment came after his observation about the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s visit to Zimbabwe. Yes, the battle is not over, but the war has been
won. An understanding of the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection is a reminder
to all that God has defeated the forces of evil over 2,000 years ago.

The coming season of Advent is a liturgical reminder that Christians are called to be
watchful. We wait for a King that is already at work in his creation and are con-
stantly reminded that the new era/age (call it what you like) is already here. Chris-
tians are called to continue the work of Christ with Him. David Frost.

Using the Bible
The Bible Exhibition provoked a number of interesting discussions. People dis-
covered both new questions and new answers. Sometimes questions and an-
swers matched. One of the interesting learning points is that the King James Ver-
sion was written primarily to be read aloud and to be memorised. So..........
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Community and Church Organisations

Overseas Missions Committee

Chairman Mr Brian McGinnis 8654 6190

St George’s Fellowship

Contact The Vicar 8654 8747

Rainbows (in the Church Hall)

Thursdays 4 .45-5.45p.m Mrs Jackie Grimwood 8406 5368

Brownies (in the Church Hall)

Tuesdays 6.15-7.30p.m Miss Sheila Fenner 8655 0023

Guides (in the Church Hall)

Fridays 6.00 -7 30p.m Mrs Ruth Clery 8651 4116
07702 870030

Beavers (in the Scout Hut)

Wednesdays 5-6.15p.m Mrs Jenny Thairs 8655 0109

Thursdays 5 45-7p.m Mrs Penny Bloss 8656 9008

Cubs (in the Scout Hut)

Wednesdays 6.30-8.00p.m Mr Trevor Thairs 8655 0109

Scouts (in the Scout Hut)

Mondays 7 45-9.00p.m

Pop In (in the Church Hall)
Mondays 10.30-12noon Mrs Pam Hooks 8777 9552

Child Health Clinic
Note: The Clinic no longer meets in the Church Hall. There is a clinic in Shirley Road.

Hall Bookings
Please contact George Williams on 8656 1162
The Hall is ideal for Children’s Parties (Children up to 8 years)
All other Hall enquiries to the Hall Secretary -
Hazel Styles 8654 7414

We need to believe that we can make a real difference to the world,
however unlikely that seems.
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Community and Church Organisations
St George’s Club (in the Church Hall
Tuesdays 8p.m. Mrs Nancy Chambers 8654 4588
Whist Drive (in the Church Hall)
Wednesdays  8p.m. Inquire in Hall Wednesday 7 - 8p.m.
Sandown Bowling (in the Church Hall)

Mondays and Thursdays

Medau (in the Church Hall)

Tuesdays 1.30-3.00p.m  Mrs Gammon 01689 815 646
Townswomen’s Guild

1st Friday in month 7 45p.m.  Mrs Walls 8654 6439

Goslings Pre-School: Tuesdays 9 30 —12; Wednesdays 9 30—2 30; Thursdays 9 30—12;
Fridays 9 30—2 30.  Mrs Chris Marchant 8656 0751

Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme 8662 9599

Police Contacts: Safer Neighbourhood Teams

Ashburton Ward: Longheath Estate, Long Lane, the Playing Fields and Wood, and The
Glade, Gladeside and Woodmere Avenue and the adjacent roads, including the church.
Also Northampton Road to Arena, Shirley Road and Ashburton Park.

Telephone: 020 8721 2474 or 07920 233885.

Shirley Ward: Orchard Avenue, Orchard Way and the adjacent roads, including Tower
View and the Lawdon Estate. Also Upper Shirley to Bromley Border, including Shrub-
lands, Wickham Road and Shirley Oaks.

Telephone: 020 8721 2469 or 07920 233890.

URGENT 999 (Other crime reports 0300 123 1212)

Today is a good day to do something beautiful for God.
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St. George's Church Directory

Chur chwarMresns: Jan Payne 16 Al bany @G0OUB1I85 Sl oc¢

Mr Livingston Dall as 167 The Gl ade
Deputy WaMdedsnathan Bentley (8776 0185), Mr s
Members of the PCC

Mr Steven Barker (8777 9280) ; Mr Jonat han Beni
Mr Mel vyn Demmen (8656 5707); Mr Mar k Hare (86
Mr Keith Raymond (8654 4067) Mr Andy Reynol d:
2556) .
Hon. Secretary PCC.

Mrs. Vivienne Windheuser
Treasurer

Mr . Derek Hands 8777 7370

Di ocesan Synod SynodMRepMirkseWaaEhem3&1Mr. Ray W
8777 5271

Deanery Synod RepMeseAhaitéevBesdenham (8407 0284)
(8656 707); Mrs Janet Fitt (8777 7823)
Stewardshlp Covenant Secretary

Mr . Col in Mc Hu g h 38 Bushey Ro
El ector al Rol | Oof ficer

Mr .Owen Whall eNursery Avenue, CR86HETI349
Organi st and Choir Mistress

Mr sl ai neLrR€@woKaA Woodmere Avenue, 8ERO 3IBX3
Assistant MrsgsanSospthii e Cl ayton
Safeguarding Representatives

Mr.sSusan Whee8B88r Pal ac@R®Qww, 8 775217

Mr . Steve Westray 16 Pinewood
Pari sh Administrator

Mr sPam Hooks 448Berkeley Court, Ha8n7 7T ew5 5L RO 7
Church FIl owers

Mr.sChrWesr ehaml1l5 Round Grove, CRO8®BBR 7981

The Parish Magazine

Edi t:dirs Brian McGinnis, Mr . Andr e v8 664D 8 @ , Mr .
Circul ation

Mr s . Hazel Stlydl esne Gardens, CRO8®BRBRY 7414
Account s

Mr s . Banet 1%0rchard Avenue, CRB®78UB7823
Col l ation

Mr . Ron Parsomhdslertford Court, Ha®7Viie®75QCRO 7
Advertising

Mr.£am Hooks 4Ber k€ €oay t HanCR/O e®XA 5592
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