December 2011/January Saint George’s Parish Magazine

Services at
St. George's Church

Sundays:  8.00 am. Holy Communion
10.00 am. Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in the Church Hall
Children are welcome at all services.

Sunday Schools: Infants (3-7) and Juniors (7-10) in the Church Hall.
Penny Bloss and Fay Westray 020 8656 9008, 0208654 8071
Young People’s Group (11 and over)

Contact David Frost or Carol Jones 020 8654 8747
Note: All groups for children are supported at all times by at least
two approved adults.

Enquiries for Baptism, Banns and Marriage, Communion of the house-bound and other matters:
please contact the Vicar. Rev. David Frost is always available in cases of need. Please remember
however that he has a day off from Friday evening to Saturday evening. Only in cases of extreme
emergency should he be contacted during his day off.

The Reverend David Frost (revdfrostl@btinternet.com)

The Vicarage, Elstan Way, The Glade, Shirley, CR0 7QJ 020 8654 8747
The Reverend Carol Jones
50 Belgrave Court, Sloane Walk, CRO 7NW 020 8777 6247

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary:
Mr Melvyn Demmen 29 Marigold Way, Shirley Oaks, CRO 8YB 020 8656 5707

Reader: Mr. Brian Cook MSc

71a Woodmere Avenue, Shirley, CRO 7PX 020 8654 3733
Reader: Mr. Ray Wheeler
88 Palace View, Shirley CRO 8QN 020 8777 5271

Website: www.stgeorgeschurch.co.uk (webmaster@stgeorgeschurch.co.uk)

THE LADY CHAPEL is open for private prayer on Mondays from 10 30 a.m. to 12 noon.
Two stewards will be available if you need them; as will prayer cards and other material.
You can light a candle as a means of saying please or thank you.
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Tha sinn an dochas gun cord e ribh

Deadline for February 2012 Magazine: 22/i

Diary for December 2011
Thursday 1 9.30a.m. Holy Communion with the Laying on of Hands
7.30p.m. CTIS Unity Prayers followed by Council meeting at St.
George’s Church
Sunday 4 Advent Il 8a.m. & 10a.m. Communion. Advent Course 6p.m.
Monday 5 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
Tuesday 6 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
Wednesday 7 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
9.00a.m. -1.00p.m. Vicar driving the SNC shopping bus
Thursday 8  9.45a.m. Holy Communion
12noon Mothers’ Union Christmas Lunch
Sunday 11~ Advent lll 8a.m. & 10a.m. Communion. Advent Course 6p.m.
Monday 12 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer 10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In
7 30p.m. Peter Kennedy Court Carol Singing: meet there
Tuesday 13 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.55a.m. Tuesday Prayer Group Christmas Communion
Wednesday 14 7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
9.00a.m. Orchard Way School rehearsal in Church
Thursday 15 9.30a.m. Mothers’ Union Corporate Eucharist
1.30p.m.Orchard Way school rehearsal in Church
6.00p.m. Orchard Way Christmas Concert
8.00p.m.Book Reading Group meets at 31 Woodmere Avenue
Sunday 18  Advent IV 8a.m. & 10a.m. Carol Service 3p.m.
Monday 19 7.45a.m.Morning Prayer
9.30a.m. Monks Orchard School rehearsal in Church
1.45p.m. Edenham High School rehearsal in Church
6.00p.m. Edenham High School Carol Service
Tuesday 20  7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
10.00a.m. Monks Orchard Primary School Carol Service
7.00p.m. Carols around the Parish: meet at church
Wednesday 21 7.45.m. Morning Prayer
9.30a.m. Hymn meeting at 71a Woodmere Avenue
Thursday 22 9.30a.m. Holy Communion
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Saturday 24

Sunday 25

Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28
Thursday 29

Tuesday 3
Wednesday 4
Thursday 5

Sunday 8
Monday 9

Tuesday 10
Wednesday 11

Thursday 12

Sunday 15
Monday 16

Tuesday 17
Wednesday 18
Thursday 19

Sunday 22
Monday 23

Tuesday 24

Wednesday 25
Thursday 26

Sunday 29
Monday 30

Tuesday 31

Christmas Eve

4.00p.m. Crib Service 5.00p.m. Crib Service

11.30p.m. Midnight Eucharist

Christmas Day

8.00a.m. Holy Communion 10.00a.m. Parish Communion
7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

9.30a.m. Holy Communion

Diary for January 2012

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

9.30a.m. Holy Communion with the Laying on of Hands
2.00p.m. Mothers’ Union meet at 4 The Glade
Epiphany 8a.m. & 10a.m. Communion

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

8.00p.m. Standing and Finance Committee meets in Church
9.30a.m. Holy Communion

2.00p.m. St. George’s Fellowship meets in Church
Epiphany Il 8a.m. & 10a.m. Communion

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

9.30a.m. Holy Communion with the Laying on of Hands
Epiphany Ill  8a.m. & 10a.m. Communion

7.30a.m. Morning Prayer

10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

9.30a.m. Holy Communion

11.00 - 3.00p.m. Faith, Hope and Love- Bishop Christopher’s Mission
meeting at the Good Shepherd, Carshalton Beeches
Epiphany IV 8a.m. & 10a.m. Communion

7.45a.m. Morning Prayer

10.30a.m. -12noon Lady Chapel open. Pop In open.
7.45a.m. Morning Prayer
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Dia I ngac bothan a rachaidh tu

Dear Friends,

Wandering around a department store in Croydon in mid November, my
wife and I were greeted by shouts of “Happy Christmas!” Children dressed
as elves were being taken to Father Christmas’ grotto and decided to pass
on the compliments of the season. As we had not yet had Remembrance
Sunday, it seemed much too early to be thinking of December 25t. | have
the same problem when it comes to writing articles for the magazine for
the Christmas period. As the copy deadline is always about the third week
in November, | find it difficult to be motivated to write a Christmas mes-
sage when we haven’t even reached Advent — the four weeks before Christ-
mas that the Church uses for its preparation for the birth of Jesus.

My difficulties probably explain why it is I didn’t choose journalism for a
career. Somehow I do not have the ability to put myself into a writer’s Tar-
dis and cloak myself with the spirit of Christmas which, for me, normally
arrives some three days before the great day. However, not to despair. |
did find something on the World Wide Web (or rather my wife did) that |
would like to share with you. Here are a few words of wisdom about the
season of Christmas that have been said or written by others:

‘Christmas is not a time or season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace
and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christ-
mas.”— Calvin Coolidge (US President)  ‘Christmas is a necessity. There
has to be at least one day of the year to remind us that we’re here for some-
thing else besides ourselves’ — Eric Sevareid (War correspondent & Jour-
nalist)  ‘ Christmas means a spirit of love, a time when the love of God
and the love of our fellow man should prevail over all hatred and bitter-
ness, a time when our thoughts and deeds and the spirit of our lives mani-
fest the presence of God’. — George F. McDougall (Explorer)

These words of wisdom were expressed by the writers of Matthew and
Luke when they came to compose their birth narratives of the baby born in
Bethlehem. Christmas is about God coming to earth and dwelling among
his people showing us how to love and to live. If you are considering your
own Christmas gift list this year, then perhaps you might like to consider
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the following suggestions: To your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent,
tolerance. To a friend, your heart. To a customer, service. To all, chari-
ty. To every child, a good example. To yourself, respect. — Oren Arnold
(Author)

May the humility of the shepherds, the faith of the wise men, the joy of the
angels, and the peace of the Christ Child, be God’s gift to you all this
Christmas and always.

Your Friend and Vicar,

David

O S e e

PREPARE WITH US
ADVENT COURSE PRECEDED BY REFRESHMENTS

SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 5 45 P.M. for 6 P.M. - 7 P.M. f’v
THE BIBLE

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 5 45 P.M. for 6 P.M. -7 P.M. o

DISCIPLESHIP P
;‘ CELEBRATE WITH US g
9 SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER: CAROL SERVICE 3 P.M. x
m SATURDAY 24 DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS EVE "v

CRIB SERVICE 4 P.M.

CRIB SERVICE 5 P.M. [/}

MIDNIGHT EUCHARIST 11 30 P.M. \{

[
9
8

SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS DAY
COMMUNION 8 A.M.
COMMUNION 10 A.M.

S g
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A Parish Prayer

O God, our Heavenly Father, give us a vision of our
world as your love would make it: a world where the
weak are protected and none go hungry or poor; a
world where the benefits of civilised life are shared,
and everyone can enjoy them; a world where differ-
ent races, nations and cultures live in tolerance and
mutual respect; a world where peace is built with
justice, and justice is guided by love; and give us the
inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen. (St Martin in the Fields Prayer
for the World. St Martin is Patron Saint of soldiers and of pac-
ifists.)

CONFIRMATION 2012
A Confirmation Service for the Deanery will be held at
St George’s on Sunday 8 July. Confirmation prepara-
tion groups for adults and for young people will begin
in January.
Please contact Rev Carol Jones if you would like to
join a group.
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1611 - 2011: The English Bible

This is the last of the King James 400th anniversary year series. The text is from
a book that appears in the full King James Version of the Bible in the section be-
tween the Old Testament and the New Testament called the Apocrypha. The
Apocrypha contains books written in the main in the last three centuries BC, which
have been accepted by some Jews and some Christians, and rejected by others,
as proper Bible books. In Anglican teaching, the Apocryphal books are regarded
as useful. Among them, Ecclesiasticus (written around 200 BC) is definitely the
longest, and arguably the most useful and the most often quoted. It is included in
Common Worship daily readings. Ecclesiasticus is unique in having a double Pro-
logue, and in having a variety of titles, including “The Wisdom of Jesus son of Si-
rach”. Chapter 44 is favoured for memorial services.

Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that begat us. The Lord hath
wrought great glory by them through his great power from the beginning. Such as
did bear rule in their kingdoms, men renowned for their power, giving counsel by
their understanding, and declaring prophecies: Leaders of the people by their
counsels, and by their knowledge of learning meet for the people, wise and elo-
quent in their instructions: Such as found out musical tunes, and recited verses in
writing: Rich men furnished with ability, living peaceably in their habitations: All
these were honoured in their generations, and were the glory of their times.
There be of them, that have left a name behind them, that their praises might be
reported.

And some there be, which have no memorial; who are perished as though they
had never been; and are become as though they had never been born; and their
children after them. But these were merciful men, whose righteousness hath not
been forgotten. With their seed shall continually remain a good inheritance, and
their children are within the covenant. Their seed standeth fast, and their children
for their sakes. Their seed shall remain for ever, and their glory shall not be blot-
ted out. Their bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth for evermore. The
people will tell of their wisdom, and the congregation will show forth their praise.

The heroes named by the writer are all men - Abraham, Moses, David, etc. But
the main character in Eccliasticus is Wisdom, and “she” is always female. There
is some overlap between Wisdom (Old Testament) and Holy Spirit (New Testa-
ment), and the Holy Spirit is sometimes characterised as female.
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From the Parish Records
Funerals — we commend into the love and care of God
November 17 — Frederick Woodcock

Learn tha’sen Yorkshire

1. The Yorkshireman takes his cat to the vet. Yorkshireman: “Ayup, lad, |
need to talk to thee about me cat.” Vet “Is it atom?”  Yorkshireman:
“‘Nay, I've browt it wi us.”

2. The Yorkshireman’s dog dies, and, as it was his favourite pet, he decides to
have a gold statue made by a jeweller to remember the dog by. Yorshire-
man: “Can tha mek us a gold statue of yon dog?” Jeweller: “Do you want
it 18 carat?” Yorkshireman: “No, | want it chewin’ a bone yer daft bugger!”

3. The Yorkshireman’s wife dies, and he decides that the headstone should
have the words “She were thine” engraved on it. He calls the stone mas-
son, who assures him that the headstone will be ready a few days after the
funeral. True to his word, the stone mason calls the widower to say that
the head stone is ready, and to ask if he would like to come to have a look.
When the widower gets there, he takes one look at the stone, and sees that
it has been engraved “SHE WERE THIN". He explodes: “ells bells, man,
you've left the dratted “E” out!” The stone mason apologises prfofusely,
and assures the poor widower that the mistake will be rectified the following
morning. Next day comes, and the widower returns to the stone mason:
“There you go, sir. I've put the “E” on the stone for you.”  The widower
looks at the stone, and then reads out aloud: “E, SHE WERE THIN".

4. Police have just released details of a new drug craze sweeping Yorkshire
night clubs. Apparently, Yorkshire club-goers have started injecting Ecsta-
cy just above their front teeth. Police say that the dangerous practice is
now called “E by gum”.

Monday Evening Bible Reading Group
During December, we hope to complete our reading of the Book of Revelation -
starting a new book in January. Choice of book to be determined by popular vote.
New members always welcome - preferably physically joining us; but there is an
option to access the notes and to journey with us via the parish website and the
Bible Group blog.
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Local Places of Interest: Warlingham Walks
We are very lucky in this area in having “the countryside” on our doorstep. On nu
merous occasions during this walk, the loudest noise was a blackbird foraging in
the hedgerow or a wren warning off intruders. Planes can interrupt the silence,
but not when the plane is a glider. Your key resource is an attractive free bro-
chure “Warlingham Countryside Walks” produced by Warlingham Parish Council
in July 2011. It has on the cover the circle with a green tree and a red tree and a
curving path that helpfully marks out these walks among a confusing plethora of
local walks, including Bridleways, Cycleways, and the London Loop (which takes
you on a 150 mile stroll round greater London if you have a free afternoon, and
has a distinct edge on that man-made monstrosity the M25.) Warning: 1) the map
is excellent, you do have to be able to read it - | started on the northern walk, got
lost twice, and finished on the southern walk; 2) not really a walk for a wheelchair.

There are two main walks, each with a longer and a shorter version. Both walks
provide plenty of rural variety and good views as well as nature close at hand.
Both start in the centre of Warlingham, where you can park in the Shopping Car
Park free for three hours - which might let you do the shorter versions of the walks
but not the longer ones. What | have called the Northern walk (though Western
might be more accurate) includes the chalk downland of Riddlesdown, and in-
cludes great dog-walking country. Watch out or listen for the skylarks. The Good
Companions provides a refreshment option at roughly the half way point. At the
three quarter way point, you could deviate a little and take refreshments at The
Harrow. (If you are going to get as lost as | did, take sandwiches.) You pass two
interesting churches en route...at least you do if you don't get lost.

The other walk follows a steeper route, and takes you down into Woldingham and
up into Chelsham, and on to the rather posh estate that used to be Warlingham
psychiatric hospital. There seem to be fewer dogs and more horses on this walk,
and certainly more golfers.  For refreshments, there is the Coach House Pub
(Chelsham Common) actually on the route, or the Dene at Woldingham if you
have energy for a detour from Halliloo (I kid you not!) Valley.

Warlingham itself has, of course, a number of refreshment options; and if you just
want a gentle stroll between cups of tea and pints of beer, there is a separate Vil-
lage Walks brochure, plus perhaps a short excursion to Blanchman'’s Farm Nature
Reserve. B.M.

PAGE 9




Saint George’s Parish Magazine December 2011/ January

F Y

HARD WEATHER AND GOOD NEIGHBOURS
AND LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF

E

"y

This is being written in mid November, when the weather is warm
enough to eat outside watching butterflies and bees, and some
male joggers are running topless; but the continuing long-range
forecasts of cold weather are going to be fulfilled some time this
winter. As a country with such unpredictable weather, we suffer
every year more cold weather deaths than countries where winter
is much harsher, but predictable. The Parish Visiting Team tries
to support those we know might appreciate friendly interest and
practical help when needed. (Contact Margaret Ziolek (8650 2556)
or Rev Carol Jones (8777 6247).) Shirley Neighbourhood Care
can provide transport help (8662 9599).

If you might be vulnerable in bad weather, (a) think ahead regard-
ing collecting prescriptions, shopping, etc; (b) remember you are
much more of a nuisance with a broken hip or hypothermia than if
you seek help in advance; (c) stock up on soup etc when you can;
(d) keep yourself warm - dressing gown, blanket, hot water bottle,
and background heating.

If you have people living near you who might need help which you
can give, (a) let them know that you won'’t be offended if they ask
for help, and (b) keep an eye open for signs of unspoken need.

It is not uncommon for older people to sacrifice heating to preserve
“the children’s inheritance”. Think of the children’s life-long guilt if
that sacrifice proves fatal!

Shirley is a community, even if it doesn’t always feel like it - with
community resources for individuals.

o
B B e

:
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Anam Cara - Spiritual Wisdom from the Celtic World:
John O’Donohue

This was an international best-seller a few years ago. The title relates to the no-
tion that people have soul mates (and that some people are lucky enough to find
and keep their Anam Cara!). The main theme is the close relationship between
the spiritual world and the workaday world, and between us as spiritual beings
and us as physical beings. Another way of looking at it is that the special is ordi-
nary and the ordinary is special. Some feet in boots and boots on ground people
will be struggling to get to the end of the book. Others will find it just what they
need, For everybody, there are some quotes to make you think...and keep think-
ing:

The divine is present in others.

Friendship is always an act of recognition.

Many people wonder where they should be and what they should do, when

in fact they should be more concerned about how to be.

To be holy is to be home.

The human person is a threshold where many infinities meet.

The Hebrew word for salvation is also the word for space.

There is nothing in the universe as sensuous as God.

For too long, we have believed that the divine is outside us.

A greedy person can never enjoy what they have, because they are always

haunted by what they do not yet possess.

Having has become the sinister enemy of being.

There is nothing as near as the eternal.

The body is in the soul.

To say that computers have memory is false. A computer has storage and

recall. Human memory is more refined, sacred and personal.

So many people are preparing for life rather than living it.

Book Reading Group

Thursday 15 December 7 45p.m. (refreshments) for 8p.m. - 9p.m. at 31 Wood-
mere Avenue. We shall be reading Rowan Williams’ “Silence and Honey Cakes -
The Wisdom of the Desert’. Maybe honey cakes will be on offer. 4th and 5th
Century monks and nuns living in the desert don’'t sound very promising exem-
plars for 21st Century men and women living in Croydon. Read on: You will be
surprised! Basic questions and promising answers have changed surprisingly
little over the centuries.
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Dear Editor

On the principle of an ill-wind...., has the anti-capitalist
demonstration at St Paul’s Cathedral (even if the target was
the Stock Exchange) presented a remarkable opportunity to
Church leaders? The question posed by the demonstrators -
What would Jesus do? - left many initially flummoxed, and
split the clergy at St Paul’s. But the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, in a realistic answer, said that some aspects of global
capitalism have to be challenged. His proposal for a Finan-
cial Transaction Tax is unlikely to be accepted by British
ministers, on the ground that British interests would be dam-
aged by such a tax. However, Ministers have still to pro-
duce a realistic alternative. But surely the key point of the
Archbishop’s reply was that the Church of England is a place
“Where the unspoken anxieties of society can find a voice”.

Earlier, when nurses were accused of neglecting elderly pa-
tients in hospital, Dame Joan Bakewell felt that this related
to the “decline of religion”. Too many now lacked the disci-
pline associated with Christian values. The Church seems to
be pushing at an open door if its leaders can find an appro-
priate message. Angela Merkel, German Chancellor, daugh-
ter of a Protestant pastor from the former East Germany,
told Germans “Christianity defines who we are”. Can the
same be said of Britain?

Tom McMullan

Editorial Comment

The St Paul’s Forum has attracted much less attention
than the argument about how long and how much to
tolerate a protest camp. That camp is not providing
homes for the homeless but a focal point for people who
are good at identifying (obvious) problems but who
(like the rest of us) are not good at identifying solu-
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tions. The Forum, on the other hand, is trying to help
think through what went wrong and how things might
be made better. In other words, the Forum is taking on
the “What would Jesus do?” question.. Or rather the
question “What has Christianity to offer to the discus-
sions between bankers, businessmen, economists, politi-
cians, journalists, and all the experts and in-experts
who are struggling with what the best of them only
half understand?” Very few Church leaders have the
knowledge and skills to go beyond the moral basics
(whatever these might be and whatever their implica-
tions might be); but “ordinary” Christians who are
economists, etc, can offer a useful combination of rele-
vant skills and faith.

If Jesus had been asked to describe a Christian econom-
ic, social, business, or tax system, he might or might
not have touched on one or more of the Utopias envis-
aged by Christian thinkers down the centuries. But I
have a suspicion that he might have focussed on per-
sonal responsibility and personal change, rather than
systems change, as the starting point for the Kingdom.
Whether the German systems are more or less Christian
than others, and whether they are more or less effec-
tive in proportion to their Christianity, I don’t pretend]
to know; but Angela Merkel apparently tries to live in
line with her faith; and that is the best possible start-
ing point.

In the West at least, we are all in a sense capitalists,
and all tempted to be jealous of more successful capital-
ists. Our personal challenge is how to be Christian cap-
italists ...... And can you tell the difference? B.M.

PAGE 13



Saint George’s Parish Magazine December 2011/ January

That odd business of praying: Number 32
Married Couples’ Prayers

God of tenderness and strength, you have brought our paths together and led us
to this day; go with us now as we travel through good times, through trouble, or
through change. Bless our home, our partings and our meetings. Make us worthy
of each other's best, and tender with each other's dreams, trusting your love in
Jesus Christ. Amen

The Editor shared this prayer with us, and asked for any thoughts we might have
about praying together as a couple.

Prayer and “saying prayers” aren’t necessarily the same thing, and | think it’s fair
to say that we pray together even if we don’t say prayers together out loud. It can
actually be quite restrictive feeling you have to find a form of words to say out loud
in order to pray, or that you have to come up with something on the spur of the
moment, particularly if verbal prayer is not your usual mode of prayer. By con-
trast, prayer (together) in silence can be quite helpful and even refreshing. By
sharing our concerns and those others have shared with us, we can pray together
even if not out loud.

For important events in our lives together, be it buying a flat or getting married,
public prayer has been more central. When we bought our flat we invited our fam-
ily and friends to come and bless our home with us using a liturgy from the North-
umbria Community’s “Celtic Daily Prayer”. The liturgy takes you through the
home from the doorway, through kitchen, living room and bedroom and back to
the doorway, with prayers for each place. Some friends who were more experi-
enced with this practice as “prayer walking” were surprised to find its more ancient
roots!

Using a corporate liturgy helped us to recognise the significance of this stage of
our journey in the context of the wider community of our family and friends. It also
meant that as a couple we had the chance to be made freshly aware of the love
and support our friends were offering for us in prayer — something we hope we
have been able to repay in kind.

Alastair and Serena Newman
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Saint George’s Parish Magazine

Rotas for December/January

Sidespersons Rota

Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25
Jan1l
Jan 8
Jan15
Jan 22
Jan 29

8a.m. Mr Peter Symes
Mrs Pam Hooks

Mrs Jean Jarrett

Mr Keith Bowen

Mr Mike Hooks

Mr Peter Symes

Mrs Pam Hooks

Mrs Jean Jarrett

Mr Keith Bowen

Sunday Coffee Rota

Dec 4
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 25
Janl
Jan 8
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29

Mrs Dawn Chambers
Mrs Janet Fitt

10a.m. Mr Ron Parsons, Mrs Janet Fitt

Mr Paul Hare, Mrs Anne Armstrong

Mrs Susan Wheeler, Mr Keith Raymond
Mrs Annie Bodenham, Mrs Jean Camp

Mrs Alice Greenfield, Mr Owen Whalley

Mr Jonathan Bentley, Mrs Dawn Chambers
Mr David Clayton, Mrs A-L Clayton

Mr Ron Payne, Mrs Jan Harris

Mrs Alma Vosper. Mrs Chris Wareham

Mrs Julia Bedwell
Mrs Christine Reynolds

Mrs Elizabeth Birchdenhough Mrs Annie Bodenham

Mrs A-L Clayton

Mr David Clayton
Mrs Gloria Dallas
Mrs Penny Bloss
Mrs Marion Sheehan

Lady Chapel Rota

Dec 5
Dec 12
Dec 19
Dec 26
Jan 2
Jan9
Jan 16
Jan 23
Jan 30

Mrs Doris Hazelwood
Mrs Alice Greenfield
Mrs Heather Orton
Mr Brian McGinnis
Mr Brian McGinnis
Rev David Frost

Mrs Doris Hazelwood
Mrs Alice Greenfield
Mrs Heather Orton

Church Cleaning Rota

Dec 1
Dec 8

Mrs Jan Harris
Mrs Pam Purkiss

Mrs Jean Cook

Mrs Pauline Russell
Mrs Gwen Paulwell
Mrs Alice Greenfield
Mrs Alma Vosper

Mrs Hazel Styles
Mrs Lindsey Morgan
Mr Brian McGinnis
Mrs Hazel Styles
Mrs Lindsey Morgan

Vacancy
Vacancy
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December 2011/ January
Church Cleaning Rota Contd
Dec 15  Mrs Heather Orton Vacancy
Dec22  Mrs Jean Cook Mrs Margaret Ziolek
Dec29  Mrs Janet Fitt Mrs Valerie Hambling
Jan 5 Mrs Jan Harris Vacancy
Jan12  Mrs Pam Purkiss Vacancy
Jan19  Mrs Heather Orton Vacancy
Jan26  Mrs Jean Cook Mrs Margaret Ziolek
P -
: Epiphany Sunday :

: On January 8 we shall welcome the Rt. Rev. Chris- :
:topher Chessun, the Bishop of Southwark, to our:
| Epiphany Sunday Parish Eucharist at 10.00a.m. j

| The Bishop will Preside and Preach. We are de- |

I ighted that he has agreed to visit the parish sol
| soon after Christmas, when he has a hectic sched- |
Lule. :

In it for the long-term

One of our overseas missions projects is support for Ruth and Saulo de Barros in
Brazil. This is one of 27 USPG projects in Brazil, working in partnership with the
Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil. The Church celebrates this year 100 years
of work in the Region. Lutheran, Methodist, Roman Catholic and Presbyterian
Churches have come together to celebrate the centenary. The emphasis is now
on local staff supporting local mission, but people still remember the ex-pat priest
William Bland who happily travelled 300 km there and back to celebrate the Eu-
charist. The Amazon area is of course one that sees all too much of commercial
interests which are not there for the long-term, but which move in, exploit, destroy
and move on.

Ulianapolis was once a forest, it is now a dust bowl with the smell of burning wood
everywhere. For the local people who depended on fishing and the forests, there
is little left. Saulo says: “As a church, it is our job to protect the culture of the local
people and to support them in defending their land and their lives. Development
is not necessarily the same thing as exploitation.
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Christmas Cards for St George’s Friends

Once again, your own, your very own, pigeon hole posting system for Christmas
cards to St George’s individuals and families, and a display board for cards to St
George’s folk generally—particularly useful if you are hopeless at remembering
names. You are invited to make a donation to Overseas Missions in lieu of the
postage you are saving....or, if you are in the habit of forgetting to put stamps on
your cards, in lieu of the postage your friends are saving.

Christmas Market: The Market raised over £2,000. Thanks to Margaret Ziolek
and to all those who supported this fund-raising event in one way or another. We
were in competition with a number of Christmas sales that Saturday, so the unu-
sually high total is especially pleasing.

Christmas Concerts: Perhaps predictably at this time of year, you have wealth
of concert options on Saturday 3 December at 7 30p.m.: John Ruskin Choral So-
ciety at St Mary’s Canning Road, Spring Park at Shirley Methodist, and Jubilate at
St Matthew’s Church. Public transport is an option for all three concerts.

Gardening Page - truncated (sorry)
End of another year ... and the start of the next.

This is the time to make plans, even if plans are seldom wholly successful. I try to follow
some advice | was given a long time ago — only grow food you like to eat.

This time of year is when you can look to plant a special tree or plant. There are four on
my list: a Quince, a Loquat, a Medlar and a Mulberry. Quince are delicious and a little like
a baked apple but better. The loquat might be grown less for the fruit than for the large
evergreen leaves, grey and downy on the underside and dark green on top, and for the
large blossom in the late spring. The Medlar is a dramatic plant, looking spooky in the
winter with its twisted branches growing down to the ground. Again it has lovely blossom
in the spring and the strangest fruit in the autumn. If | was growing one to eat its fruit then
it would have to be the Mulberry. The white mulberry fruit has no flavour at all, it just
tastes sweet, but the black mulberry is heaven. It has a sweet but sharp taste something
between a strawberry and a raspberry. You will never be able to buy them in the shops as
their flavour only develops when they are very ripe and they bruise as you pick them. So
much so that your hands will run red with their juice and your shirt will be splattered. Don’t
let this put you off you must try them.

Now is the best time to plant them but make sure you have enough room as they can
take up a lot of space.

Happy gardening, Happy Christmas and Happy New Year.
Brian Morgan - Orchard Gardening
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Poetry Corner
The Kingdom of God/ In No Strange Land: Francis Thompson
(Match seller, opium addict, victim of depression, poet and visionary - given shelter
on a cold winter’s night by the churchwarden of St Martin’s in the Fields, a church
that has been sheltering the vulnerable and magnificent ever since.)

O world invisible, we view thee,
O world intangible, we touch thee,
O world unknowable, we know thee,
Inapprehensible, we clutch thee!

Does the fish soar to find the ocean,
The eagle plunge to find the air -
That we ask of the stars in motion
If they have rumour of thee there?

Not where the wheeling systems darken,
And our benumbed conceiving soars!
The drift of pinions, would we hearken,
Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors.

The angels keep their ancient places -
Turn but a stone and start a wing!
“Tis ye, ‘tis your estranged faces,
That miss the many-splendoured thing.

But (when so sad thou canst not sadder)
Cry - and upon thy so sore loss
Shall shine the traffic of Jacob’s ladder
Pitched betwixt Heaven and Charing Cross.

Yes, in the night, my Soul, my daughter,
Cry - clinging to Heaven by the hems;
And lo, Christ walking on the water,

Not of Genasereth , but Thames!

(Perhaps the best of all “Christmas” poems)

PAGE 18



December 2011/January Saint George’s Parish Magazine

Carl’s Story

Most of us have a cut-off point both in terms of tolerance, and in terms of being
willing to believe that the person whose behaviour we can no longer tolerate will
mend their ways. That is why the “popular” press approach to crime and punish-
ment tends to be of the “lock ‘em up and throw away the key” kind. Carl, reported
in a recent issue of The Journal of the Ascent Movement, was rather different.
The 70 year old volunteer church gardener was assaulted, or assaulted and
robbed, three times by a group of “yobs”. Each time he was polite and restrained,
and—the weather being hot and dry—he had offered them water when they first
approached him. The fourth visit was from a scarred and tattooed member of the
same group, who apologised and returned the stolen property...and said that
Carl's (non) response had shaken him. When Carl had to give up the church gar-
den, the volunteer replacement was his assailant. So the cynic will say “What
about the rest of the gang?” The Biblical scholar will quote “There is more joy in
heaven over one sinner that repents”. The church gardener will say that he can't
promise Carl’s patience.

Bible Quiz (Thanks to Joan Engledow)
Why did Mary and Joseph need to go to Bethlehem?
Why did Joseph choose the name Jesus?
What work did Jesus do when he lived with his parents?
When Jesus was baptised by John, a voice was heard from heaven. What
did those listening hear?
John the Baptist was tempted by the Devil. Was Jesus?
Who apparently wrote one Gospel and three Letters?
Who wrote to 7 churches from the island of Patmos?
Name the 7 churches.
What happened to Mary after Jesus died?
0.  Write a short prayer of thanks for your own use.

el N =

RO~ O

(References if you need some help: 1. Luke 2 verses 1-4; 2. Matthew 1 verse 21,
3. Mark 6 verse 3; 4.Mark 1 verse 11/Matthew 3 verse 17; 5. Matthew 4 verses 1
-11; 8.Revelation 1 verse 11; 9. John 19 verses 26-7.)

Did you know that in Ireland a bramble found fixed to a cow’s tail on May Eve
was considered suspicious? (Are you, like me, wondering why it wasn't equally
suspicious on May 2nd...and what idiot would tie anything to a cow’s tail?)
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TOURIST BOARD

L ——

B B

SLLF
CATREIRING

Bridge of Bennie Cottage

Designed to accommodate up to four people, the cottage offers superb comfort in
beautiful and historic “Royal Deeside” on the outskirts of Banchory, just 45
minutes from Aberdeen Airport.

There are several golf courses in the area, and it is also an ideal place for forest
and river walks, fishing, and many other outdoor activities.

For further details, prices and availability, please contact:
Mrs R Glegg
Bridge of Bennie House, Banchory, Kincardineshire AB31 5PY
Tel: 01330 824 288
Email: bridgeofbennie@btinternet.com
www.cottageguide.co.uk
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Good Manners: A Victorian etiquette book recommends never reading when in
someone’s company. What would it have said about text messages and mobile
phones? And “Do not show your learning in the presence of vulgar or ignorant
people.”....out how do you know they are vulgar or ignorant?

Answers to November puzzles
Crossword:- Across: 1) Camper, 4) Breather, 9) Dedicated, 11) Socks, 12)Wild, 13)
Question, 16) Llama, 18) Destroyer, 21) Overturns, 22) Laden, 23) Troubled, 26) Half,
30) Nurse, 31) Redirects, 32) Sustains, 33) States. Down: 1) Codswallop, 2) Model,
3) Each, 5) Rides, 6) Assai, 7) Hackneyed, 8) Rose, 10) Thunder, 14) Past, 15)
Transfuses, 17) Apertures, 19) Suspend, 24) Opera, 25) Baron, 27) Ascot, 28) Ends,
29) Trot.  Soduko: 951382467/ 273469185/ 864715392/ 316897524/ 792654813/
548123976/ 439278651/ 187536249/ 625941738. Bible Quiz: 1.10; 2. He was be-
reaved and bereft; 3. He lamented his losses; 4. Eliphaz, Zaphar, Bildad; 5. Job should
repent; They should make peace with God; 7. Forgiven and blessed; 8. Patience and
persistence
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Readings for December 2011
Sunday 4 December — The Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11: No matter how mighty, strong and awesome, our God has the tender-
ness of one who loves without restraint. God rescued the people of Israel in the wilder-
ness and will again, tenderly and compassionately, rescue us from whatever wilderness
in which we find ourselves.
2 Peter 3:8-15a: By living as well as we can in accordance with Christ's teaching we
become a part of the transformation of the world in preparation for the coming of the Lord.
Mark 1:1-8: The coming of the Messiah had been foretold throughout history, but John
the Baptist was the first living witness to the imminent event. He was utterly convinced,
articulate, persistent and faithful to his calling — a model for us in our time. (Parade only)

Sunday 11 December - The Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11: The prophet tells of the time when God's promises of justice and
freedom will be fulfilled, and his people will rejoice again.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24: Paul advises the Thessalonians about how to behave while
they wait for Jesus’ return. Gratitude, joy and hope are to be their chief characteristics.
John 1:6-8, 19-28: When John the Baptist is asked who he is and what his ministry
means, he declares that his only purpose in life is to bear witness to the imminent arrival
of the Messiah.

Sunday 18 December — The Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16: Through the prophet Nathan God promises David that his royal
house will be established for ever.

Romans 16:25-27: Paul praises God, whose purposes have been revealed first in the
prophetic writings and now in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:26-38: By the power of God’s Holy Spirit the Virgin Mary will bear the long-
awaited son of David, whose kingdom will be everlasting.

Sunday 25 December — Christmas Day

Isaiah 9:2-7: This is our God, a child born for us, to bring light out of darkness: a promise
that as fellow workers we may share in the joyful harvest of peace, justice and righteous-
ness, in this world and the next.

Titus 2:11-14: This is our God, who in Jesus died for us, to bring good out of evil: a hope
for all who live in partnership with him in this world, as we wait for his coming again in
glory.

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20): This is our God, a Saviour born in a stable, to bring joy out of ter-

ror: good news for all people on earth and in heaven, good news God needs our help to
share.
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January 2012
Sunday 1 January - The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Numbers 6: 22-end: The Lord tells Moses to instruct Aaron and his sons in the way they
are to bless the Israelites.
Galatians 4: 4-7: Paul explains to the Galatians that God sent his Son to redeem hu-
manity from the power of the law. Men and women were to be slaves no longer, but were
to become God’s adopted sons and daughters.

Luke 2: 15-21: Prompted by the angels, the shepherds visit the holy Family. Eight days
later, according to Jewish Custom, the baby was circumcised and given the name Jesus.
Sunday 8 January - The Feast of the Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6: The glory of God’s presence will draw the Gentiles to join the people of

God.
Ephesians 3:1-12: In Christ all are equal members of the family of God, whether they
are Jews or Gentiles.
Matthew 2:1-12: Magi come to worship the infant Jesus.

Sunday 15 January - The Second Sunday of Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]: God calls a young boy, Samuel, in a time when few people
were aware of God or responded to God.
Revelation 5:1-10: A vision of heaven in which a scroll must be read, but no one is wor-
thy to open the scroll until Jesus appears as the Lamb of God..
John 1:43-51: Jesus calls Philip to follow him and Philip brings his sceptical friend, Na-
thanael. But when Nathanael realises that Jesus knew him before meeting him in person,
he too becomes a faithful disciple.

Sunday 22 January - The Third Sunday of Epiphany

Genesis 14:17-20: Following the defeat of the kings at the Battle of Siddim, Abram goes
to meet with Melchizedek and together they receive God'’s blessing in bread and wine.
Revelation 19:6-10: John describes the rejoicing in heaven at the marriage of the Lamb.
John 2:1-11: John describes the first of the signs of Jesus by which he reveals himself to
his disciples.

Sunday 29 January - The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20: Moses tells the people of Israel that the Lord will raise up a
prophet, like Moses, from amongst them, to whom they will pay heed. The mark of a true
prophet will be the fulfilment of the prophecy.
Revelation 12:1-5a: Great portents appear in the heavens: a pregnant woman clothed
with the sun prepares to give birth, and a dragon stands before her, intending to devour
her child. She gives birth to a son, who will rule the nations with a rod of iron.
Mark 1:21-28: Jesus teaches on the Sabbath in the synagogue at Capernaum, and

astounds his listeners with his teaching. He casts an unclean spirit out of a man and the
amazed onlookers recognise the authority of a new teaching. Jesus’ fame begins to
spread throughout Galilee.
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Community and Church Organisations

Overseas Missions Committee

Chairman Mr Brian McGinnis 8654 6190

St George’s Fellowship

Contact The Vicar 8654 8747

Group Scout Leader Vacancy

Rainbows (in the Church Hall)

Thursdays 4 .45-5.45p.m Mrs Jackie Grimwood 8406 5368

Brownies (in the Church Hall)

Tuesdays 6.15-7.30p.m Miss Sheila Fenner 8655 0023

Guides (in the Church Hall)

Fridays  6.00 -7 30p.m Mrs Ruth Clery 8651 4116
07702 870030

Beavers (in the Scout Hut)

Wednesdays 5-6.15p.m Mrs Jenny Thairs 8655 0109

Thursdays 5 45-7p.m Mrs Penny Bloss 8656 9008

Cubs (in the Scout Hut)

Wednesdays 6.30-8.00p.m Mr Trevor Thairs 8655 0109

Scouts (in the Scout Hut)

Mondays 7 45-9.00p.m

Pop In (in the Church Hall)
Mondays  10.30-12noon Mrs Pam Hooks 8777 9552

Child Health Clinic
Note: The Clinic no longer meets in the Church Hall. There is a clinic in Shirley Road.

Hall Bookings
Please contact George Williams on 8656 1162
The Hall is ideal for Children’s Parties (Children up to 8 years)
All other Hall enquiries to the Hall Secretary -
Hazel Styles 8654 7414

Today is the first day of the rest of your life.
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Community and Church Organisations
St George’s Club (in the Church Hall
Tuesdays 8p.m. Mrs Nancy Chambers 8654 4588
Whist Drive (in the Church Hall)
Wednesdays  8p.m. Inquire in Hall Wednesday 7 - 8p.m.
Sandown Bowling (in the Church Hall)

Mondays and Thursdays

Medau (in the Church Hall)

Tuesdays 1.30-3.00p.m  Mrs Gammon 01689 815 646
Townswomen’s Guild

1st Friday in month 7 45p.m.  Mrs Walls 8654 6439

Goslings Pre-School: Tuesdays 9 30 —12; Wednesdays 9 30—2 30; Thursdays 9 30—12;
Fridays 9 30—2 30.  Mrs Chris Marchant 8656 0751

Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme 8662 9599

Police Contacts: Safer Neighbourhood Teams

Ashburton Ward: Longheath Estate, Long Lane, the Playing Fields and Wood, and The
Glade, Gladeside and Woodmere Avenue and the adjacent roads, including the church.
Also Northampton Road to Arena, Shirley Road and Ashburton Park.

Telephone: 020 8721 2474 or 07920 233885.

Shirley Ward: Orchard Avenue, Orchard Way and the adjacent roads, including Tower
View and the Lawdon Estate. Also Upper Shirley to Bromley Border, including Shrub-
lands, Wickham Road and Shirley Oaks.

Telephone: 020 8721 2469 or 07920 233890.

URGENT 999 (Other crime reports 0300 123 1212)

You will often get it wrong, but it is worth persisting, for the goal of what lies ahead.
(Tom Wright)

The harder | practice, the luckier | get. (Gary Player)
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